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AtEI in Croatia 

Legislation: 

� Constitution (56/90…85/10) 

� Law on the Right to Access to Information (25/13, 85/15) 

� Environmental Protection Act (80/13, 153/13, 78/15, 12/18)

� Regulation on information and participation of the public and 
public concerned in environmental matters (64/08)

Environmental institutions: 

- MEPE

- CAEN

- Information Commissioner

- Counties, Cities…



� Project “Improving Access to Environmental Information in
Croatia” 

� This project is funded by the German Federal Environment
Ministry’s Advisory Assistance Programme (AAP) for
environmental protection in the countries of Central and
Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia and other
countries neighbouring the European Union. It is supervised
by the German Environment Agency (UBA)



Project partners

� Independent Institute for Environmental 

Issues -UfU – Germany

� Zelena akcija/Friends of the Earth Croatia -

Croatia



� Reserach on AtEI in Croatia – experience from

users and providers

� Roundtable sessions on AtI in 3 regions

(Krapina, Zagreb, Karlovac)

� Civil Society Roadmap for Improving Access to 

Environmental Information in Croatia



Conclusions of the Research -
users 





















Conclusions of the results –
institutions (providers) 





















MAIN CONCLUSIONS - users

� 56.6% of “users” has never filed the ZPPI in the environment - "it 
makes no sense", “insufficient knowledge”...

� the most frequently asked information - about concrete plans, 
decisions, processes ...

� 54% in electronic format

� Counties, cities, Ministries, Agency…

� inadequate answers, no instructions are given for RfI, no public 
interest test is conducted, no information about Information 
Commissionaire



MAIN CONCLUSIONS – environmental institutions

� 80.7% of citizens use publicly available information - they are not 
enough, hard to find

�

� 57.1% environmental institutions did not receive RfI

�

� Who submits RfI – citizens, CSOs, the media

�

� there are no internal guidelines

�

� 81.1% actively promote environmental info

�

� Access info is in most cases free!



Suggestions for improvements

� Better promotion of access to environmental information

� Guidelines for Use of Right to Access to Information

� Sanctions for institutions 

� Better organization of work / clearer competencies

� Education; proactive approach

� It is necessary to improve and expand current system

� central database / web pages
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